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in dealing with this, but Generals Archibald Hunter and Rundle
gradually hunted the guerrillas into a corner, and on 29 July
Prinsloo, with no less than 4,000 of them, surrendered. Roberts
then advanced east along the Delagoa Bay railway, while Buller
converged towards the Eastern Transvaal from the south. On
27 August at Bergendal the last organized Boer army (under
Botha) was beaten and dispersed. On 30 August the remaining
British war prisoners were freed. On n September Kruger
crossed over into Portuguese territory; on 25 September the
British occupied the last station on the railway, Komati Poort.
On 25 October a formal ceremony for the annexation of the
Transvaal took place at Pretoria, The war was thought to be
over, and nobody imagined that more than half its duration and
its cost in money (though not in lives) were yet to come. Roberts
and Buller both went home* Kitchener was left, as Commander-
in-chief, to clear up the guerrillas.
But in November arid December the Boers' new kind of war-
fare flared up into a wide conflagration. DC Wet (who had only
just escaped capture in Prinsloo's host), Botha, Kritzinger, Bert-
isog, and De La Rey each severally inflicted serious local reverses
on the British. Kitchener had not sufficient mounted men. On
22 December it was announced that 30,000 more would be sent.
But the queen's reign ended before any clear plan had been
devised for using them*
During the South African war Great Britain felt her isolation
acutely* She had no ally and scarcely a friend. It was an un-
eovenanted mercy that, although for thirty-two months she had,
as it were, one hand tied behind her back, no group of Powers
attacked her, To understand her situation we must briefly
review foreign developments since the triple shock of the Cleve-
land message, the Raid> and the Kruger telegram*
Anti-British tendencies in official America were largely over-
come in the third year after President Cleveland's outburst
through the sympathy shown towards the United States by Great
Britain, alone among the European Powers, during the Spanish-
American war (April-August 1898)* The British attitude ren-
dered impossible a collective anti-American intervention, which
might else have been started by Germany and would have been
widely popular on the Continent* There was a particular in-
cident at Manila, where the British naval commander interposed